Tuming Trash n E kctrcity
ByHolly M artin

Recently 1 had the opportunity o visita "W aste-to-E nergy" facility, where 1 saw first-
hand how trash s converted 1 elkectrical power, econom ically and pollution-free.

This partou lar county's tons ofgarbage are co lected ata transfer statibn and shipped ©
the pbntin lrge rectangubrcontanerson railcars. 0 n s pumey, the trash passes
through rad etibn detecors, © preventoontam nation from rad bactive sources N m edcal
equipm entor ndustralgauges.

O nce itamives atthe pbnt, trudks transer the garbage 1 ahoHing pit, dum ping itinb a
ocovered pik thatreaches three or four sbreshigh. From steel crossbeam soverhead, o
10-ootchv ssbw ly open, as they descend on the stinking, gray m ass, dropping, cbsing,
and pulling up gent"handfu k' of ripped pstic bags. R BIg 1 the roof, the chw sslide
1 the edge ofthe feed chute, open and dum p their contents No a rarng fumace.

And thatSw hen the realfun begins. U sihg a sophsticated ar-circu lBtibn and moving
grate despn, the trash m oves dow n the chute and bums, heating the boikerw ater No
stean . The steam pushes the genturbines ofa generator, creating ekctrecity .

A fierw ards, the cooked steam  fbw s through a state-oFHhe-artar po lLition controlsysem ,
w here 99 percentofthe toxc gases, 9uch as uliur dbxide and hydrogen chbride, are
rapped,, and tiny dustparticks are fillered out.

M eanw hilke, large chunks of=old scrap m etal thatd dnthum getrecyckd and recbimed
forotheruses.

The only thing Eft Bash, reduced 1 about10 percentofthe orgnalvolim e oftrash.
Thisgritty gray ash gets hau ked by rail© a Ined bndfill,w here rain cantkach down
through tand contam inate the groundw ater-

Atthe pbntlvEied, the sysiem created p enty ofelectrical pow er for #sow n energy
needs, w ith enough Eft exporto the countyselectrcalgrid, m aking a proficor the
privately-ow ned fcility .

My only question B:W hy Entevery county n every state n every country doing this?

Thisartck fastappeared on Suel01 .com .
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